LETTER  FROM  COURL'

43.    So much depends on local knowledge that  it  is  impossible for
us to give any specific direction upon the subject.    We are  well  aware
that the introduction of new modes,  though  they  be   really  beneficial,
is  too apt  to  produce  mil runnings  from   a  natural   prejudice   in  favor
of old customs, and a dislike to whatever bears the appearance of innova-
tion.    We therefore would willingly believe that from these causes pro-
ceeded Captain Stewart's declaration that there are few individuals in the
town of Calcutta who have not experienced the operation of authority in
some department or other of the customs, very different irom what it was
the meaning of the Board it should be exercised.
44.    However, it is a matter well  worthy of the gicatrst  attention.
We confess that we do not think the subject has had that mature con-
sideration which the importance of it  so highly deserves.    Mr. Wheler,
though he concurred in adapting the new regulations, seems to confirm
us in this opinion where he says that the period of the decline of trade
was an ill chosen one for adding new burthens.    II, as Mr. Wheler has
asserted, the import and export trade of Bengal  has of late years con-
siderably decreased you certainly ought to have been extremely caieful
how you adopted any measure which had a  tendency   to cncrcase  the
evil.
45.    Seeing  therefore the necessity of some mode being thought of
for recovering the drooping commerce of Bengal we recommend it to you,
in the most earnest manner, to take the subject into your early consider-
tion.   After tracing  the  causes of  the  decline  you  will   be   the   better
enabled   to   apply   a  remedy.   But  even   yom   yourselves   with   all   the
advantage of a residence upon the spot, and with  the best inclination
to adopt some salutary regulation for  the benefit of the country over
which you are deputed to preside, will not be able to lay down a perfect
and invariable system.    An anxious attention  to  circumstances  as  they
arise can alone enable you to remedy defects,  as by .gradual   improve-
ment the people will be induced to acquiesce more chcarfiully in a total
change of system,
46.    We wish to see every obstruction to a free commerce removed.
But as we have before observed it is impossible for us to lay down any
specific rule.    We therefore again recommend to you to take the matter
into your most serious consideration,  that such wise measures may  be
pursued as will ultimately tend to the good of the country and the ease,
prosperity and happiness of those under our Government.
47.    Whatever regulations may be adopted it is absolutely necessary
that the chowkies, under the appointment of the zemindars, should b:
prevented from continuing their exactions.   The zemindars cannot com-
plain of this, as we find by your proceedings that when  the customs
were  brought under  the  controul of  the  Company,   and   the   inferior
chow keys appointed by the zemindars were in consequence removed,  a
proportional abatement was made in their rents.    How it happens that